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WRIT 101: College Composition 
 
Professor: Dr. Erin Wecker 
Office: Liberal Arts 220    
Phone: 406-243-4410 
Office Hours: Wednesday 11:30am-1:30pm   
Email: erin.wecker@umontana.edu 
Course Website: See your Moodle account 
Classroom: Liberal Arts Building (LA) 234 
Meeting days/time: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9:30am-11:20am 
 

Introduction to WRIT 101 
My goal for this seminar is that you will emerge with a better understanding of the processes of writing and revision.  
Furthermore, I want you to emanate confidence in your writing from the knowledge you have gained in this class.  It is my hope 
that this class will encourage you to view writing as an empowering exercise in self-discovery that will enable you to better 
express your opinions, inner-most thoughts, and research findings.   
 
I find the best way to practice writing is to have a shared inquiry: shared questions or ideas we’ll investigate together.  
Accordingly, this course is organized around two lines of inquiry, each of which is designed to engage with the course theme of 
defying difference.  Section I is titled, “A Voice that Reflects: Writing about Ourselves,” and is focused on the genre of narrative 
and personal writing.  Section II is titled, “The Public Sphere: How We See Others,” and is focused on advocacy, argument, and 
controversy.  For each section, the assigned reading and writing will reflect the genre we are investigating. 
 

Course Overview 
This course promotes the notion that writing is an excellent tool for self-exploration and expression.  My intention is that you 
will use the writing and revision techniques learned in this class to continue writing long after the semester ends.  This semester, 
you will learn about writing by reading and responding to the work of both established and student writers.  By the end of the 
semester, you will have developed both writing and revision skills that will serve as a solid base for you to build upon 
throughout your academic career and beyond.  
 
You will be required to write (2) major essays, in different modes including narrative, research and persuasion. You will also 
write informally to assist in the invention process.  Informal assignments include relocating from our classroom to inspirational 
places on campus such as the Mansfield Library, the Gallery of Visual Arts (GVA), the UC Art Gallery, the Meloy and Paxson 
Galleries, and/or the PARTV Center.  

see below for locations of the aforementioned galleries and museums 
 
Bottom line: This classroom values individuality, requires discovery, encourages brilliance, and expects you to put forth your 
best effort in the development of your writing. 
 
In order to achieve success in this course, students will be asked to engage actively in the revision process for each piece of 
writing included in their portfolio.  In order to do this, we will evaluate the way in which we think about writing, and in doing 
so, seek to (re)construct the very way we write.  This may seem like a lofty notion, yet as you become more comfortable and 
familiar with the various forms of revision, you will amaze yourself with your ability to handle diverse writing assignments.  To 
help guide us towards reaching this goal, we will engage in the following creative and critical approaches to writing: 

1) View writing as a non-linear process— you will start with the creation of a rough draft, experiment and make 
multiple revisions and then polish your work into a finished product.  While doing this, please keep your mind open to 
the idea that this may not all happen in the above-listed order! 

2) Embrace diversified genres of writing—address different perceived audiences while keeping in mind decorum and 
also inventing varied forms of ethos, which is a distinguishing character of the narrator. 

3) Receive and Produce feedback—take advantage of the seminar format of this course.  During the workshop 
process, you will receive feedback from your peers that will help guide you in the revision process.  Workshops will 
also increase your aptitude as a critical thinker and editor of writing.  Through this process, you will sharpen your 
reading and response skills.  This will benefit both your writing and the writing of your peers as we develop a 
community of writers. 

http://www.umt.edu/art/galleries/gva
http://life.umt.edu/uc/ucsi/uc_gallery/default.php#page=page-1
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4) Let inquisitiveness lead to exploration—the open nature of each writing assignment is designed to help the writer 
find topics that are personally interesting, while honoring the course goals.   

 

Common Policies and Procedures  
 

General Class Expectations 
 All reading assignments will be completed by the assigned date. 

 All writing assignments must be turned in on time. 

 All homework must be typed.  

 Attend class. 

 Actively, vocally, and appropriately participate in class discussions. 

 Any individual assignments (including requests for conferences) will be completed by the assigned date 
 

Summer Attendance Policy 
 More than one absence from a summer session class will compromise your grade. 

 Three or more absences from a summer session class will result in a failing grade.  
 

Here’s the reasoning behind the attendance policy. Without attending class, you cannot perform your role as a student involved 
in learning, planning, inventing, drafting; discussing reading and writing; learning and practicing rhetorical moves and concepts; 
or collaborating with your instructor and classmates. Personal situations and required university events may arise that, on a rare 
occasion, make it impossible for you to be in class. Remember, however, that’s why a few absences are allowed; please reserve 
those for emergencies.  
 

I reserve the right to adjust the policy in cases of significant, documented illness or emergency. Please note that instances of 
poor time management on your part do not constitute extenuating circumstances. If you must miss class, you are responsible 
for obtaining any handouts or assignments for the class from a classmate. Make sure you talk with me in advance if you are 
worried about meeting a deadline or missing a class. 

 

If you must miss class, you are responsible for obtaining any handouts or assignments for the class. Make sure you talk with me in 
advance if you are worried about meeting a deadline or missing a class. 

 

Grading 
I encourage you to talk with me at any time to better understand my comments or to discuss your overall progress and success 
in the class.  
 

Participation 35%  
Class participation is an integral component to this course.  I expect you to come to class prepared to discuss the required 
readings, and to share with the class your opinions and ideas.  I want to hear what you have to say, not just in your writing, but 
also in the classroom discussion and workshops.  I am not looking for summaries of the assigned readings.  Instead, I am asking 
that you share your understanding or questions about the writing we are examining. Furthermore, just being present in the 
classroom i.e. a body with an empty mind is unacceptable. Please see Participation Grade Descriptors on Moodle for more 
information. 
      

Portfolio 65%  
Your grade for the semester is primarily based on your final portfolio.  Your portfolio is comprised of multiple drafts that you 
have written for each major essay assignment.  Throughout the semester, I will read your drafts, offer advice about them and 
observe your progress.  I will evaluate your portfolio for its ability to demonstrate the following: 
 

Rhetorical Knowledge 
*  Be able to focus on a purpose and respond to the needs of different audiences.  
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*  Understand that different rhetorical situations (consisting of audience, writer, purpose, time and   culture) require 
adopting appropriate voice, tone, level of formality, genre and format,  
*  Write in several genres.  

 

Critical Reading and Writing  
*  Use reading and writing as a means of critical inquiry, which means working to understand, summarize, and analyze 
the ideas of others.  
*  Understand academic writing assignments as a series of tasks including finding, evaluating, analyzing and 
synthesizing appropriate primary and secondary sources.  
*  Integrate your ideas with those of others.  

 

Processes  
*  Be aware that it usually takes multiple drafts to create a successful text.  
*  Develop flexible strategies for generating, revising, editing, and proofreading  
*  Learn to respond to and critique your own and others' works.  
 

Knowledge of Conventions 
*  Learn common formats for different kinds of texts, from academic to public, and understand that appropriate 
formats vary given the rhetorical situation.  
*  Practice appropriate means of documenting your work.  
*  Control such surface features as syntax, grammar, punctuation, and spelling.  

 
**You must earn a C- in this class to be awarded credit 
**You must turn in your portfolio reflection and complete all major papers by their deadlines in order to receive credit for this 
course. 
 

Late Work  
Your work needs to be typed, printed, and in class with you to be considered “on time”. 

 Late or handwritten homework does not receive credit.  

 Emailed assignments are considered late.  

 Late formal essays are unacceptable. They will receive no revision comments from me. 

 You are always welcome to complete assignments early if you will be missing class.   
 

Academic Conduct  
You must abide by the rules for academic conduct described in the Student Conduct Code. If you have any questions about 
when and how to avoid academic dishonesty, particularly plagiarism, please review the Conduct Code and talk with your 
instructor. The Council of Writing Program Administrators describes plagiarism as follows: “plagiarism occurs when a writer 
deliberately uses someone else’s language, ideas or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its 
source.” Academic honesty is highly valued in the University community and acts of plagiarism will not be tolerated. 
 

Students with Disabilities 
Qualified students with disabilities will receive appropriate accommodations in this course.  Please speak with me privately after 
class or in my office.  Please be prepared to provide a letter from your DSS Coordinator. 
 

Required Texts 
All reading materials are available on Moodle.   

There will also be relevant articles and video clips posted to Moodle as a compliment to the required texts.  Since the landscape 
of our world is constantly shifting, it is important to continually provide supplemental readings or videos to expand our 
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purview.  I welcome your suggestions for these additional materials as this course is rooted in collaboration. Please email me 
your ideas and recommended texts/videos. 

Gallery and Museum Locations 

 The Gallery of Visual Arts (GVA), which is operated by the UM School of Art, is located on the first floor of the 
Social Sciences Building. 

 The student-run UC Art Gallery is located on the second floor of the University Center. 

 The Meloy and Paxson Galleries are located in the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center. 

 The PARTV Center is located on the north end of the UM campus near the Adams Center. 

 

Portfolio Letter Grade Descriptors for WRIT 101 
 
A  
Superior portfolios will demonstrate initiative and rhetorical sophistication that go beyond the requirements. A portfolio at this 
level is composed of well-edited texts representing different writing situations and genres that consistently show a clear, 
connected sense of audience, purpose and development. The writer is able to analyze his or her own writing, reflect on it, and 
revise accordingly. The portfolio takes risks that work. 
 
B 
 Strong portfolios meet their rhetorical goals in terms of purpose, genre, and writing situation without need for further major 
revisions of purpose, evidence, audience, or style/ mechanics. The writer is able to reflect on his or her own writing and make 
some choices about revision. The writer takes risks, although they may not all be successful. 
 
C 
Consistent portfolios meet the basic requirements, yet the writing would benefit from further revisions of purpose, evidence, 
audience, or writing style/mechanics (or some combination) and a stronger understanding of rhetorical decision-making 
involved in different writing situations and genres. The writer composes across tasks at varying levels of success with some 
superficial revision. The writer has taken some risks in writing and exhibits some style. 
 
D  
Weak portfolios do not fully meet the basic evaluative standards. Most texts are brief and underdeveloped. These texts show a 
composing process that is not yet elaborated or reflective of rhetorical understanding related to composing in different genres 
and for a range of writing situations. Texts generally require extensive revisions to purpose, development, audience, and/ or 
style and mechanics.   
 
F  
Unacceptable portfolios exhibit pervasive problems with purpose, development, audience, or style/ mechanics that interfere 
with meaning and readers’ understanding. Unacceptable portfolios are often incomplete. A portfolio will also earn an F if it does 
not represent the writer’s original work. 
 
 

http://www.umt.edu/art/galleries/gva
http://www.umt.edu/art/
http://life.umt.edu/uc/ucsi/uc_gallery/default.php#page=page-1
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Participation Letter Grade Descriptors for WRIT 101 
 
A  
Superior participation shows initiative and excellence in written and verbal work. The student helps to create more effective 
discussions and workshops through his/her verbal, electronic, and written contributions. Reading and writing assignments are 
always completed on time and with attention to detail. In workshop or conferences, suggestions to group members are tactful, 
thorough, specific, and often provide other student writers with a new perspective or insight. 
 
B  
Strong participation demonstrates active engagement in written and verbal work. The student plays an active role in the 
classroom but does not always add new insight to the discussion at hand. Reading and writing assignments are always completed 
on time and with attention to detail. In workshop or conferences, suggestions to group members are tactful, specific, and 
helpful. 
 
C  
Satisfactory participation demonstrates consistent, satisfactory written and verbal work.  Overall, the student is prepared for 
class, completes assigned readings and writings, and contributes to small group workshops and large class discussions. Reading 
and writing assignments are completed on time. In workshop or conferences, suggestions to group members are tactful and 
prompt, but could benefit from more attentive reading and/or specific detail when giving comments. 
 
D  
Weak participation demonstrates inconsistent written and verbal work. The student may be late to class, unprepared for class, 
and may contribute infrequently or unproductively to classroom discussions or small group workshops. Reading and writing 
assignments are not turned in or are insufficient. In workshops or conferences, suggestions to group members may be missing, 
disrespectful, or far too brief and general to be of help. 
 
F  
Unacceptable participation shows ineffectual written and verbal work. The student may be excessively late to class, regularly 
unprepared, and not able to contribute to classroom discussions or small group workshops. This student may be disruptive in 
class. Reading and writing assignments are regularly not turned in or are insufficient. In workshops or conferences, the student 
has a pattern of missing, being completely unprepared, or being disruptive. 
 

 


